
D o w n t o w n   M o n t r o s e

A p r i l  4  -  6 ,  2 0 1 4

pu
bl

is
he

d 
by

 t
h

e 
W
A
T
C
H



O P E N  D A I L Y  A T  1 1  A . M .

            846 E Main St • 970 249-6889    

Brewery and Pub with  
Family Friendly Atmosphere

Featuring Fresh Ales and Lagers Brewed on Premises

OPEN LATE UNTIL MIDNIGHT 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT

 Saturday:  Live music with 
New Orleans Blues Musician, Kipori Woods

www.horseflybrewing.com

cheers!
1601 N. Townsend Ave. (970) 252-9304

He came from beyond the stars, mounted 
on a magical beast, and flew in front of the 
moon one night when you were staring up 
into your dreams – a record keeper, forging 
the present. Beyond the stars and beyond the 
self there lies a great story. These stories, your 
stories, are the Birdman’s changing horizon: 
the purple mountainscape, a sideways glance 
from a passing whale. Endless layers of rich 
color and texture fuel his journey – your jour-
ney, where myths are born and may fade but 
will never die. Grab hold of those tail feathers. 

Make your own legends.
www.adventurefilm.org
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Dear Adventure Film Festival Attendee:
A huge hello and welcome to all of 

our friends who are gearing up to join us 
for what promises to be an amazing and 
over-the-top film festival! 
I’m thrilled that the Office 
of Business and Tourism 
has partnered with the The 
Watch to bring you three ex-
citing and memorable days 
of fun, film and friendship.  

The beautiful City of 
Montrose provides the 
setting for this landmark 
event featuring films of 
varying lengths that are 
made around the theme 
of adventure, art and culture, in theory 
and in personal lifestyle.  But it’s not all 
about the films – we’ve made sure to al-
low time for you to practice yoga, get out 
for a hike or bike ride and enjoy a very 
merry block party.

And while you’re in town, be sure to 
stop by our state-of-the-art visitor center 

and check out the touch-screen moni-
tors that will acquaint you with the many 
things to do, adding even more life and 
flavor to your trip.

So I’ll close by thanking 
our many event sponsors 
and supporters and our 
fantastic festival team for 
setting up the event and 
working with our down-
town merchants, restau-
rant and bar owners to 
ensure your satisfaction 
as well.  Also, a special 
thanks to Heather Zeilman 
– it’s because of her vision 
and energy that this event 

is taking place.  
I look forward to meeting you all for 

what promises to be a most stimulating 
and enjoyable event.  Let’s fire up some 
adventure films!

Lights, camera, action!

– Rob Joseph, Assistant City Manager

We are pleased to have you here in Mon-
trose Downtown for the inaugural Adven-
ture Film Festival – Montrose. This event 
promises a great deal of excitement and in-
spiration for all our patrons. 
We know there’s a huge 
amount to do in the short 
time while you are here, 
and Montrose Downtown 
Development Authority is 
prepared to help you make 
the most of your visit.

First of all, we thank our 
hosts at the Fox Theatre for 
making it possible to use the 
Penthouse Theatre for the 
festival. Enjoy the unique 
style, décor and architecture of our home-
town’s favorite theatre. Downtowns across 
the nation understand how important cin-
emas are to local vitality, and we know how 
lucky we are to have a strong movie house 
with the latest digital technology.

We encourage you to explore Montrose 
and our great outdoors while you are here. 

The schedule was set to give you time for 
sampling local restaurants, breweries, gal-
leries and distinctive stores in downtown. 
We have several businesses that are part 

of the outdoor sports scene 
here, from yoga apparel and 
outdoor clothing to bikes, 
fishing gear and more. 

And we thank both The 
Watch and the City of Mon-
trose Office of Tourism for 
being such great planners 
with vision. It has been an 
adventure of its own special 
kind to attract such an audi-
ence. The Montrose Down-
town Development Author-

ity is working hard to bring more of these 
special events to our downtown district. 

Enjoy every minute of your visit with 
us. Let us hear what you might like to see 
next year!

– Wade Nichols, Executive Director, Mon-
trose Downtown Development Authority

ibex.com

1136 E. Main Street, Montrose CO.      (970) 765-2248
Open 7 days a week 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.  (Sundays close at 8 p.m.)

BREAKFAST 6 - 11 A.M.  • LUNCH 11 A.M. TO 5 P.M.  • DINNER 5 P.M. TO CLOSE 

SUNDAY BRUNCH UNTIL 2PM 
1 0 %  O F F  w i t h  y o u r  f e s t i v a l  p a s s .

 FAMILY STYLE SEAFOOD NIGHT * 
E v e r y  F r i d a y 

 INTERNATIONAL ITALIAN, AMERICAN AND INDIAN FOOD * 
E v e r y  S a t u r d a y 

 * F A M I L Y  S T Y L E  C O M E S  W I T H  7  D I S H E S  -  I N C L U D I N G  A P P E T I Z E R  A N D  D E S S E R T 

 INDIAN FOOD FAMILY STYLE * 
E v e r y  W e d n e s d a y 

BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN 
6 a m - 1 1 a m  w e e k d a y s  a n d  6 a m - n o o n  o n  w e e k e n d s

A Huge Hello and Welcome Welcome, Adventurers!
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A Fine Line 
(52 minutes) 
Directed by Sébastien Montaz-Rosset
A Fine Line documents the start of Kilian Jornet’s personal project: the completion of 
the two traverses of the Mont Blanc in 2012. It is neither a trail-running nor ski-moun-
taineering movie, but rather a hybrid of both disciplines. The film takes us on a breath-
taking journey over the spectacular snow-covered peaks of the Alps with a small group of 
extraordinary mountain athletes in their pursuit of happiness and fulfillment.

Anirniq (“Breath”) 
(3 minutes) 
Director by RJ Sauer  |  Produced by RJ Sauer and Amy Jones
“The great peril of our existence is that our diet consists entirely of souls.” Filmed on 
location on the northern tip of Baffin Island, Anirniq – Inuktitut for “breath” – is a short 
fable about an Inuit man confronting the loss of his father as a young boy on his first 
narwhal hunt. It explores the Inuit belief in the existence of the spirit. 

Blue Obsession 
(8 minutes) 
Directed by Alan Gordon 
Every excursion filmmaker and climber Alan Gordon makes is a first ascent. That’s be-
cause the tipping icebergs and calving face of the Juneau Ice field are melting – expos-
ing new surfaces almost more quickly than he can document them. With the awesome 
cinematography amidst the blue-glowing light of ice caves, ridges, and floes in Blue 
Obsession, Gordon examines the effect that global warming is having on his own back-
yard – conquering some epic lines in the process.

DRINK SPECIALS!
F O R  A F F  P A S S  H O L D E R S

LIVE MUSIC 
W I T H  D O N N I E  A N D G L E N N 
S A T U R D A Y  N I G H T  U N T I L  2 A M !

35 N. UNCOMPAHGRE AVE. • (970) 765-2029 • RNRSPORTSBAR.COM

OPEN FR IDAY,  11A.M. -  MIDNIGHT •   FR I  AND SAT 11 A.M.  -  2A.M. 
 SUNDAY BLOODY MARY BAR & BREAKFAST 10:30 A.M. ‘TIL  2P.M..

S P OR T S
BAR
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CEU Climbing School 
(5 minutes) 
Directed by Dominic Gill
In the shadows of the massive granite cliffs of Rio de Janeiro lie the Favelas (slums), 
which are infamous for drug trafficking and violence. The Centro de Escalada Urbana 
(Urban Climbing Center) sees these cliffs differently – as a place for world-class 
climbing. CEU Climbing School utilizes this natural resource to instill lessons of risk, 
leadership, and community building through climbing. With this program, CEU is liter-
ally helping kids climb out of poverty.

Dark Side of the Lens 
(6 minutes, 2010) 
Directed by Mickey Smith
An example of how a short film can change your life. Poetic, beautiful, guaranteed
to give you goosebumps, Dark Side of the Lens gives a deeply insightful glance into the 
mind of one brilliant surf photographer and filmmaker, told with Celtic flair and guaran-
teed to move you.

Duct Tape Surfing 
(4:41 minutes) 
Directed by Mark Tipple
Eighteen years ago, a slight lapse in concentration crushed Pascale’s dreams of surf-
ing. With the help of a family friend and a roll of duct tape, she can now call herself 
a surfer. Duct Tape Surfing documents a remarkable story of achieving dreams and 
pursuing personal passions. 

Duk County 
(37 minutes) 
Directed by Jordan Campbell 
Duk County tells the a moving story of a bold, five-day mission to deliver eye-care to 
a remote and war-torn region of South Sudan, the world’s newest country. The film 
chronicles the miraculous work of Dr. Geoff Tabin and Dr. Alan Crandall, two eye sur-
geons committed to eradicating preventable blindness in Africa, and John Dau, one of 
the original Lost Boys of Sudan and a visionary for peace in South Sudan’s precarious 
new independence

Earthbook
(4:35 minutes) 
Produced by Climate Media Factory
What would Planet Earth post about humans on its profile? Earthbook fast-forwards
through a virtual relationship with humans, and soon asks itself whether it wants to be 
friends with a species that exploits its natural resources. This film illustrates the criti-
cal role science and research play in our lives, but begs the poignant question – have 
we truly begun to change our ways?

Facing Climate Change: Plateau Tribes 
(4:27 minutes) 
Directed by Benjamin Drummond and Sara Joy Steele
The Umatilla Tribe in Northeastern Oregon has promised to take care of the foods
that promised to take care of them: water, fish, game, roots and berries. Facing 
Climate Change: Plateau Tribes explores the question: Can they keep this promise 
in a warming world, or is it now outside their control? This short film is part of a 
series that explores the implications of climate change on various aspects of life in 
the Pacific Northwest.
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Fathoms Left to Fall 
(5:23 minutes) 
Directed by Northcore
In March 2012, a group of surfers braved an once-in-a-lifetime 50-foot swell hitting 
Mullaghmore Head in Northern Ireland. Fathoms Left to Fall is brooding with deep 
emotions in a way only the Irish can capture, Northcore creates visual poetry of 
perfect rides and punishing falls under the spell of a chilling acoustic soundtrack. Ben 
Howard’s intensely passionate song “Depth Over Distance” creates a Zen-like stillness 
as the riders carve the edges of grace and death. Ominous waves devour lost souls. 

Honor the Treaties 
(14:08 minutes) 
Directed by Eric Becker
Photographic journalist Aaron Huey finds himself in the heart of the Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion with the last remaining Lakota Sioux Indians in South Dakota. His project quickly 
becomes a cover story for National Geographic, with an online community project in 
which the Lakota share their stories with the world. Honor the Treaties inspires a call to 
action under the banner of human rights as a fundamental right for all. 

Jalpak Tash 
(11 minutes) 
Directed by Anthony Bonello
When North Face athletes Leah Evans, Izzy Lynch, and Mike Hopkins arrived to ski in 
the Tien Shan mountains of Kyrgyzstan, they knew about as much about their destina-
tion as many of us do – nothing. The crew embark on a trip that is part of a project to 
help generate employment opportunities for local Kyrgyzstani people after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union crippled the economy in the early 1990’s.  But in a country that is 80 
percent mountains, skiing is offering glimmers of hope for the future.

Janapar
(52 minutes) 
Directed by James Newton
When Tom Allen and his friends disembark from England to bike around the world 
in Janapar, they expect physical hardship, extreme conditions and a serious case 
of culture shock. But the hours spent poring over maps and arranging sponsorships 
could never have prepared Tom for one improbable encounter. Should he give up 
his grand plan for this twist of fate, or pedal off and risk missing out on the greatest 
adventure of them all?

Lacon De Catalonia
(4:52 minutes) 
Antimedia
Huge ramp + mountain bike + crazy Spanish guy = big air, and enough adrenaline to fill a 
dump truck. Some time has passed since Antimedia pointed their lenses toward the world 
of mountain biking. In Lacon De Catalonia, the Antimedia boys figured that the best place 
to do this is Andreu’s new training compound in Llinars del Valles in the suburbs of Barce-
lona. In 2011 Andreu bought Edgar Torronteras´ FMX compound, built a 13-meter tall run 
to compensate for his lack of horsepowers, and brought his A-game to his everyday life. 

Last of the Great Unknown 
(22:53 minutes) 
Directed by Dan Ransom
The Grand Canyon is an immense place, almost unfathomable in scale, and one of the 
last places in the American West to be explored. Deep within this vast wilderness are 
secret and intimate tributaries rarely visited by man, hiding some of the Canyon’s most 
remarkable features. The Last of the Great Unknown tells the story of these slots, the 
canyoneers who systematically explored their drainages, and the secrets hidden deep 
within their walls.
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Moonwalk
(3:44 minutes) 
Directed by Mikey Schaefer
With the full moon rising, Moonwalk’s Dean Potter walks a highline on Cathedral Peak 
in Tuolumne Meadows – unleashed.

Mission Outdoors: Glacier National Park
(12:21 minutes) 
Directed by Anjin Herndon
All veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan face their own challenges in 
confronting the traumas they experienced and re-assimilate into civilian life. Mis-
sion Outdoors explores the experiences of one group of participants in the Veterans 
Expeditions program, and reminds us of the perspective that only Mother Nature 
can provide.

Murder Mouth
(17:24 minutes) 
Projector Films
Maddie, a 21-year-old meat eater, wants to experience a greater understanding of where 
her food comes from by killing and preparing her own meat. What is first a brave attempt 
to carry a fading family tradition and prove a noble ideal in our connection to food 
quickly becomes filled with unanticipated emotions. In Murder Mouth, Maddie’s quest 
starts small, but as she works her way up the foodchain, she discovers a deeper relation-
ship and morality to the process. 

Racing the End
(10:40 minutes) 
Directed by Warren Kommers
This bike race is everything a hipster could dream of: it’s urban, there’s a fixed-gear cat-
egory, and it’s underground – meaning illegal. What makes it even cooler? The winners 
are hammering hipsters vying for local bragging rights, and they leave pros and X-game 
medalists in the dust. Racing the End, an edgy short by Warren Kommers, follows 400-
plus spandex-clad cyclists as they crash the Los Angele Marathon’s crosstown course in 
one of the world’s largest, fastest and most intense clandestine bike races.

Return to the Tepuis
(9:23 minutes)
Directed by Jenny Nichols and Joe Riis
“I hear the most beautiful sound in the world,” says Dr. Bruce Means, in Return to the Tepuis.
He’s referring to the call of a toad that he and his expedition team – North Face climber Mark 
Synnott and National Geographic contributing photographer Joe Riis – travel to the tops of the 
Tepuis of South America to find. Means has a hypothesis and this little toad is the missing link. 
By braving the elements and executing first-time rappels into crevices, will they find the illusive 
pebble toad? The expedition was made possible by National Geographic Expeditions Council.

Revelation: A Visual Poem 
(2 minutes)
Directed by Sébastien Montaz-Rosset
Revelation is a visual journey through the stunning world that we all live in but so often 
fail to see, made up entirely of experience, movement and adventure and a beautiful 
portrayal of a life spent outside.
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Rock Wall Climbing 
(5 minutes) 
Directed by Jason Houston and Hal Clifford
To get to the top is the most honest goal of a climber, and filmmaker Jason Houston’s 
young daughter Kathrin is no exception. Rock Wall Climbing portrays her command 
of the art of rock climbing, and especially her expertise as it relates to climbing 
walls (and the wall in her garage she helps to build).

Sensory Overload 
(8:20 minutes) 
Directed by Robert Raker
For most people, summiting Everest would be the literal apex of their adventuring 
life, but for Erik Weihenmayer, his next endeavor was to learn to kayak, chronicled 
in Sensory Overload. For most people, this would seem anti-climactic. But then 
again, most people are not blind.

Snows of the Nile
(20 minutes) 
Produced by Day’s Edge Productions
Uganda’s Rwenzori Mountains rise 5,000m from the heart of Africa. At their summits are 
some of Earth’s only equatorial glaciers. But these “Mountains of the Moon,” whose existence 
caused a sensation in Europe when they were first climbed in 1906, are changing fast. Snows 
of the Nile follows two scientist/photographers on an ambitious expedition to re-capture 
historical glacier imagery from the Rwenzori Mountains of Uganda.

Song of the Spindle
(4:03 minutes) 
Directed by Drew Christie
Can songs save the world? This short animated film presents a conversation between a whale 
and a human, discussing the most powerful of all similarities among them: Song. The spindle 
neuron is well-developed in both whale and human brains, and is responsible for compassion 
and understanding, as well as pitch in regards to sound and song. Song of the Spindle offers 
clever and humorous insight into the world of neurons and melodies, where rhythm and 
harmony may hold unique links to our happiness – and quite possibly human salvation.

Split of a Second 
(9 minutes)
Directed by John Boisen and Björn Fävremark
The sense of dread associated with spending hours on end in a cubicle is common for 
most of us. Less common is Espen Fadnes’ solution – wingsuit flying in the French Alps. 
In Split of a Second, Fadnes shares a few of his thoughts on fear, risk, jump preparation 
and his perfect moment. The end result is a breathtaking portrait of an extreme athlete 
in their element.

Steps: The Ride Greener Film 
(50 minutes) 
Produced by Ride Greener and Coupdoeil Film
Steps: The Ride Greener Film dives into the world of people whose deep connection to the 
mountains ties them together; worried about impending climate change, they are looking 
for an alternative way to pursue their passion in harmony with nature and experience the 
mountains in an ecologically sustainable way. Using paragliders instead of helicopters, public 
buses instead of cars, and crampons instead of chairlifts, discover just what 1.85 tons of CO2 
gets you in the world of adventure film. The result may surprise you.
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Sufferfest
(20 minutes)
Directed by Cedar Wright
Tag along with climbers Alex Honnold and Cedar Wright’s calculated plan “to bike really 
far and climb stuff” in Sufferfest. Their goal: to pedal across California, while climbing all 
of its 14,000 foot peaks. Being professionals, it wouldn’t be fair to attempt anything but 
the most technical of routes, and because ropes are bulky, it seems best to just free solo. 
Will two amateurs to the world of bike touring still be smiling after biking 450 miles from 
Mount Shasta to the Sierras?

The Black Canyon: The New Black Project
(11 minutes) 
Directed by Evan Kay
For Joe Mills, the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park is a special place that offers 
something hard to find these days...a true adventure. In 2010, Joe climbed for the first time 
in the Black, and quickly realized there was potential for new, harder routes. With the plums 
already picked, in The Black Canyon: The New Black Project, Joe sets his eyes on being the 
first to free an old aid line that hasn’t been climbed in 30 years. The 13 pitch route – with the 
final pitch being a 40 foot roof most likely going at 5.14 – it’s “a dream pitch,” in Joe’s opinion. 

The Bus: A Journey Up North
(10:20 minutes) 
Directed by Joey Schusler
The Bus: A Journey Up North tells the story of some good friends doing what they do 
best; having fun, adventuring, and sending it on mountain bikes and kayaks. With their 
idea to run a bus that’s more economical as well as environmentally friendly, they con-
vert a school bus to run off waste vegetable oil. The trip turns out to be nothing short of 
the trip of a lifetime.

The Dandyhorse Double
(35 minutes) 
Directed by Dominic Gill
In The Dandyhorse Double, Dominic Gill takes his tandem bicycle to Wild Rose Country, the 
Canadian province of Alberta. He invites six to join him, and they discover that there is a lot 
more to the province than just beautiful mountains. Together, they travel back millions of 
years (through beds of dinosaur bones), meet Nickleback (well, a friend of the family) and 
rope hundreds of wild cattle (or perhaps just a barrel). Each of his six companions helps 
guide Gill, adding their own flavors to the journey – and in the case of the vegan chef, literally.

The Love Competition
(15:17 minutes) 
Directed by Brent Hoff
How hard can you love? In The Love Competition, scientists challenge ten contestants – 
an old man, a 10-year-old boy, a recently-dumped romantic, among them – to love some-
one as hard as they could for five minutes while a MRI machine monitors their chemical 
surges and brain activity. They made a contest of one of life’s most powerful emotions. 
The result is an uplifting story that will leave you inspired to be more passionate, more 
emotive and more in love than you’ve ever been.

The Man Who Lived on His Bike
(3:02 minutes) 
Directed by Guillaume Blanchet
Hands-free riding has never been so impressive – or hilarious. From showering to eat-
ing breakfast, sending emails to impressing a lady-friend, a Canadian cyclist lives out 
his entire day from his saddle. The Man Who Lived on His Bike is whimsical, it’s fun, 
and it’s an impressive demonstration of core strength (and sense of humor) played out 
in Montreal.
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12 - 7:30 p.m.
Festival registration 
	 •	Colorado	Yurt	Company	Yurt	at	Event	Plaza

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Adventure-themed Art Walk 
Main Street Montrose
	 •		There’s	an	adventure	in	store,	with	breathtaking	outdoor	photography	from	

the Western Slope, paintings, sculpture, drawings and multimedia work 
all offering a whole new perspective on this beautiful region. Plus many 
merchants, breweries and eateries are open for your enjoyment.

8 - 10 p.m.
Film Session at 
the Fox Theater Penthouse
	 •	Revelation:	A	Visual	Poem	(2	minutes)
	 •	CEU	Climbing	School	(5	minutes)
	 •	Sensory	Overload	(8:20	minutes)
	 •	Blue	Obsession	(8	minutes)
	 •	Split	of	a	Second	(9	minutes)
	 •	Steps:	The	Ride	Greener	Film	(50	minutes)

10 p.m.-Late
Open discussion of films 
	 •		At	A+Y	Design	Gallery,	Main	Street	Ice	Cream	Bar,	Two	Rascals	Brewing	

Co., Horsefly Brewing Co. and RnR Sports Bar

F
r

i
d
a
y

 A
p

r
i
l
 4

Full festival passes can be purchased at  
www.watchnewspapers.com
(Just click on the Adventure Film Montrose square image on the homepage)

Full festival passes are $35 each and allow access to all films, 
presentations, festivities, organized rides and runs, yoga sessions and the 
official block party.

Film tickets are $10 per day, are only available at the times listed 
below, and only include films at The Fox Theater.  For non-festival pass holders, 
official block party tickets may be purchased the night of the block party at the 
Centennial Plaza entrance.  

Block party-only tickets are $5 for 21 years and older, and 
$10 for under 21 years. For lodging, ticket and other Adventure Film Festival 
specials, go to www.visitmontrose.com/aff.

 Friday, April 4: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
 Saturday, April 5: 8:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.
 Sunday, April 6: 8:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. 

For lodging, ticket and other Adventure Film Festival specials, go to
www.visitmontrose.com/aff. Questions?  Call 970-497-8558

STILL NEED TO PURCHASE YOUR 
FESTIVAL PASS?

http://www.watchnewspapers.com


 2014 ADVENTURE FILM FESTIVAL  21  20  ADVENTURE FILM FESTIVAL 2014

6:45 a.m.
Trail Run, Mountain 
and Road Bike Ride 
	 •		Mountain	Bike	Ride,	Road	Bike	Ride	and	Trail	Run,	intermediate	and	up	 

(call Cascade Bicycles’ Hollis Brake at 970/249-7375 to register).

7 - 8 a.m.
Yoga with Olivia Hsu 
	 •	Colorado	Yurt	Company	Yurt	at	Event	Plaza.	Yoga	mats	provided	by	Prana.

8 - 9 a.m.
Yoga with Olivia Hsu
	 •	Colorado	Yurt	Company	Yurt	at	Event	Plaza.	Yoga	mats	provided	by	Prana.

9 - 10 a.m.
The Adventure Sessions 
	 •		At	Two	Rascals	Brewing	Co.,	A+Y	Design	Gallery,	Colorado	Yurt	Company	

Yurt at Event Plaza, Around the Corner Art Gallery.

10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Film Session at  
the Fox Theater Penthouse
	 •	The	Black	Canyon:	The	New	Black	Project	(11	minutes)
	 •	The	Dandyhorse	Double	(35	minutes)
	 •	Janapar	(52	minutes)

12 - 1 p.m.
Break

1 - 2:30 p.m.
Film Session at 
the Fox Theater Penthouse
	 •	The	Bus:	A	Journey	Up	North	(10:20	minutes)
	 •	Return	to	the	Tepuis	(9:23	minutes)
	 •	Jalpak	Tash	(11	minutes)
	 •	Duk	County	(37	minutes)

2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
The Adventure Sessions 
	 	•		At	Two	Rascals	Brewing	Co.,	A+Y	Design	Gallery,	Colorado	Yurt	Company	

Yurt at Event Plaza, Around the Corner Art Gallery.

3:30 - 5 p.m.
Film Session at  
the Fox Theater Penthouse
	 •	Earthbook	(4:35	minutes)
	 •	Facing	Climate	Change:	Plateau	Tribes	(4:27	minutes)
	 •	A	Fine	Line	(52	minutes)

7p.m. - 1 a.m.
A Night of Music 
  Starts with a 7-10 p.m. Block Party with DJs P-Tex and DJ Hotwax, Centennial 

Plaza. Cocktails from the Montrose DDA, $3 pints from Two Rascals Brewing 
Co., Colorado Boy and Horsefly Brewing Co. Small bites from Hot Rock BBQ. 
The party moves inside, around 10 p.m., Kipori Woods playing at Horsefly until 
midnight, and with Donnie and Glen playing at RnR until “at least” 1 a.m. 

6:45 a.m.
Trail Run, Mountain 
and Road Bike Ride 
	 •		Mountain	Bike	Ride,	Road	Bike	Ride	and	Trail	Run,	intermediate	and	up	 

(call Cascade Bicycles’ Hollis Brake at 970/249-7375 to register).

7 - 8 a.m.
Yoga with Olivia Hsu
	 •	Colorado	Yurt	Company	Yurt	at	Event	Plaza.

8 - 9 a.m.
Yoga with Olivia Hsu
	 •	Colorado	Yurt	Company	Yurt	at	Event	Plaza.

9 - 10 a.m.
The Adventure Sessions
	 •		At	Two	Rascals	Brewing	Co.,	A+Y	Design	Gallery,	Colorado	Yurt	Company	

Yurt at Event Plaza, Around the Corner Art Gallery.

10 a.m. - noon
Film Session at 
the Fox Theater Penthouse
	 •	Rock	Wall	Climbing	(5	minutes)
	 •	Moonwalk	(3:44	minutes)
	 •	Anirniq	(“Breath”)	(3	minutes)
	 •	Dark	Side	of	the	Lens	(6	minutes)
	 •	Honor	the	Treaties	(14:08	minutes)
	 •	Racing	the	End	(10:40	minutes)
	 •	Mission	Outdoors:	Glacier	National	Park	(12:21	minutes)
	 •	Duct	Tape	Surfing	(4:41	minutes)
	 •	Sufferfest	(20	minutes)

Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Break
	 •	Book	signing	with	Luke	Mehall,	A+Y	Design	Gallery.

1:30 - 4 p.m.
Film Session at 
the Fox Theater Penthouse
 •	Song	of	the	Spindle	(4:03	minutes)
	 •	The	Man	Who	Lived	on	His	Bike	(3:02	minutes)
	 •	Fathoms	Left	to	Fall	(5:23	minutes)
	 •	Lacon	De	Catalonia	(4:52	minutes)
	 •	Murder	Mouth	(17:24	minutes)
	 •	Last	of	the	Great	Unknown	(22:53	minutes)
	 •	The	Love	Competition	(15:17	minutes)
	 •	Snows	of	the	Nile	(20	minutes)
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Hacienda  
Restaurante & Cantina

Where Favorite Mexican Dishes and 
Specialites Are Made Daily 

(970) 249-1881
2  1/2   Blocks West of Townsend on Main Street  •Montrose Colorado

Come see our selection of  
local Colorado beers on tap... 
And pair with your menu favorites

Taste one of our flavored 
margaritas... Happy Hour 
between 4-7 daily

Amelia’s

w w w . t w o r a s c a l s b r e w i n g . c o m

147 N 1st St. Montrose CO  •  970.249.8689

SUNDAY
1pm - 8pm

FRI. & SAT.
1pm -1am

MON. - THURS.
4pm - 9pmus on Facebook to 

stay in the loop about 
our nightly and weekly 
specials and events!

ON YOUR 
NEXT 
ADVENTURE, 
HAVE THE 
CONFIDENCE 
TO CHEW, 
EAT,  LAUGH 
AND SMILE .

P R O U D  S P O N S O R  O F  A D V E N T U R E  F I L M’S  I N A U G U R A L  F E S T I VA L  I N  M O N T R O S E ! 

(970) 249-6955
601 S. 3rd St. Montrose, CO. 81401
www.coloradosmiles.com 

F O O T W E A R  &  C L O T H I N G

D’Medici
316  EA S T  MA I N  S T R E E T  MONTROSE

(970) 249-3668 (FOOT) | Monday - Saturday | 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

A S  WELL  A S

E X C L U S I V E L Y  A T

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  M O N T R O S E 
O N  T H E  Premier  O F  A D V E N T U R E  F I L M  F E S T I V A L

THE KUHL COLLECTION IS NOW AVAILABLE
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a conversation. We ask where you live, 
how you are using your dwelling and of-
ten learn a lot about you. After all that, 
we schedule the crafting of the structure 
in our shop. It’s the start of a relation-
ship, in many cases.

After the process 
starts, we build what 
you’ve ordered. We 
don’t have inventory 
of yurts, tipis and 
tents in a warehouse 
ready to ship out. 
We make each one 
– with your fabric 
choice, your options 
and your special re-
quests written on 
each work order, 
with your name on it, 
from start to finish. 
When there is any question, one of our 
crew members walks across the shop 
to the office and asks whomever you 
talked to on the phone.

We always like to hear from cus-

tomers after the sale, too. We share 
feedback with the whole company. 
Our crew especially likes to hear sto-
ries of how the yurt, tipi or tent is 
being enjoyed. We believe we aren’t 

just making can-
vas structures – we 
are making dreams 
come true.

We understand 
that bargain-hunting 
is prevalent in our 
culture. However, we 
also believe in deliv-
ering the best product 
possible, at the most 
competitive prices, 
while giving our valu-
able employees a liv-
ing wage and utilizing 
their unique skills.

As another year winds down, we look 
forward to the growing number of peo-
ple who agree with us.

For more information on the Colorado 
Yurt Company, visit coloradoyurt.com. 

here are many ways to commu-
nicate what we do at Colorado Yurt 

Company. But what it comes 
down to is this: we don’t have a factory 
across the globe making our products. 
Instead, we have talented craftsmen 
and craftswomen who put their hands on 
each structure, and craft each element. 
People often ask where our products 
are made, and are surprised when we 
answer, “right here in Montrose.” We’re 
a small business in a small town in a very 
beautiful spot in Colorado.

In a world where retailers are talk-
ing about drone deliveries and prod-
ucts are stacked to the ceiling in 

chain stores, we are a rarity. We aren’t 
against modernization and technology 
– we just prefer to maintain a personal 
touch, with quality, customization and 
professionalism in everything we do.

Each of our options is chosen with 
quality in mind. That means a hand-
crafted door on each yurt, and win-
dows placed to maximize the view 
and breezes on your land. That means 
hand- painting each design on your 
tipi, and each tent fly finished by hand.

We work with each customer to decide 
what options are best for their yurt, tipi 
or tent. That’s why we don’t have an on-
line order form. When you order, we have 

Handmade, Custom and Uniquely Yours
at the Colorado Yurt Company

Yurts, Tipis and Tents

Handmade 
in a World of Mass Production

THE COLORADO YURT COMPANY 
works with each customer to decide 

what options are best, including 
hand painting each design on tipis. 

(File photo)

YURT doors are handcrafted and 
windows are placed to maximize 

view and breezes. (File photo)
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he Adventure Sessions take 
place Saturday-Sunday, 9-10 a.m., 

and Saturday, 2:30-3:30 p.m., at 
Two Rascals Brewing Co., A+Y Design 
Gallery, Colorado Yurt Company Yurt in 
Event Plaza and Around the Corner Art 
Gallery. A book signing with Luke Mehall 
takes place at the A+Y Design Gallery 
Sunday, 12-1:30 p.m.

Luke Mehall 
(Presenting at A+Y Design Gallery during 
Adventure  Sessions, with Sunday book-
signing at A+Y Sunday, 12-1:30 p.m.*)

Luke Mehall’s presentation is titled 
“Beatniks & Dirtbags:  The Countercul-
ture That Saved My Life.” Following in 
the prose of the beatniks, the athletic 
counterculture of dirtbags is carrying 
the torch with the belief that a simple, 
rewarding life, close to nature, is still 
possible in this modern world. In The 
Great American Dirtbags, these people 
and their wild stories come alive, from 
Luke Mehall. He is the publisher of The 
Climbing Zine and author of Climbing 
Out of Bed; he has also been published in 
Rock and Ice, Climbing and the Moun-

tain Gazette. Mehall has been a guest 
on the Enormocast podcast, contributed 
to the Dirtbag Diaries podcast, and of-
ten contributes to Patagonia’s blog, The 
Cleanest Line. He lives in Durango. 

Evan Kay  
(Presenting at Two Rascals during 
Adventure Sessions*)

Evan Kay was still in college when he 
began travelling the country climbing 
and filming. The Chicago native traded 
his Windy City origins for escarpments 
in Colorado, crags in New Hampshire 
and cracks in canyons you’ve never 
heard of before landing as the full-time 
videographer and social media manager 
for Ibex Outdoor Clothing. A devoted ad-
venturer, Kay can be found on pre-dawn 
skinning sessions, weekend mountain 
traverses and in the occasional moun-
tain bike enduro race. Kay’s ease in 
all things adventure can be felt in his 
film work: the carefully framed figures 
living life outdoors are filled with a vi-
sual respect, and illuminate  the frater-
nity of mountain life. Kay lives in North 

old fashioned
ice cream soda fountain

Colorado Made Ice Cream
Hand Made Sodas and Phosphates 
Local Chocolates ~ Vintage Candies

MON-THURS 11 AM – 6 PM • FRI & SAT 11 AM – 9 PM • SUN 12 NOON-6 PM

345 E. Main, Montrose
(next door to Great Harvest Bread Co.)

970-240-6969

FRESH, HANDMADE, NO PRESERVATIES

347 Main Street
Montrose, Co 
970-252-7152
Follow on Facebook
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm Sat 7am-4pm

Breakfast * Pastries * Local Coffee * Sandwiches * Salads * Soups * Sweets *             
           Specialty Food Items * Gluten Free  

Adventure 
Sessions

Luke Mehall, Evan Kay, Dan Kigar 
and Douglas H. Kiesewetter
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Pomfret, Vermont with his girlfriend, 
Jordana, and Arthur, an energetic 9-year 
old Boxer. Interested in forging a career 
as a storyteller in the Outdoor Industry? 
Come learn the tools of filmmaking and 
marketing from Ibex Outdoor Clothing’s 
in-house videographer.

Dan Kigar 
(Presenting at the Colorado Yurt Com-
pany Yurt, Event Plaza during Adventure 
Sessions*)

With its circular design and spacious 
interior, the yurt encourages both so-
cial activity and quiet contemplation. 
With a few friends, you can set up a 
yurt up in a day or two. Wire it, heat 
it and plumb it just like a traditional 
home. Or go off the grid and live sus-
tainably in a yurt. Create big family 
meals in the kitchen. Add a bathroom 
or a luxurious spa. Based on the tra-
ditional Mongolian yurt, also known 
as a ger, our high-quality, affordable, 
durable, Colorado Yurt could be just 
what you’re looking for. The Colorado 
Yurt Company makes yurts in five 
sizes, serving a range of functions: a 
smaller yurt makes a great backyard 
office, guestroom or weekend getaway; 
the biggest yurt – 30 feet wide with 706 
square feet of floor space –   can seat 
up to 60 people and function as a mini-
conference center or as a home for a 
small family. You can combine and con-
nect yurts, too. Kigar, co-founder and 
managing partner of The Colorado Yurt 
Company, will further discuss unique 
yurt installations and uses.

Douglas H. Kiesewetter
(Presenting at Around the Corner Art Gal-
lery during Adventure Sessions*)

Douglas H. Kiesewetter is the founder 
and CEO of Montrose’s BrightLeaf Pow-
er, a six- year-old manufacturer of highly 
concentrated photovoltaic thermal solar 
systems. He will be presenting “Green 
driving black to the bottom line.” Prior 
to founding BrightLeaf, Kiesewetter was 
founder/CEO of SDG Resources, which 
applied modern technology to older oil 
fields in the Permian basin of Texas and 
New Mexico, recovering substantial re-
serves neglected in earlier development. 
Kiesewetter was also founder of Offshore 
Energy Development Corporation, a 
publicly-traded natural gas exploration 
company in the Gulf of Mexico, and of 
the Dauphin Island Gathering System, 
the first natural gas pipeline system in 
the eastern Gulf of Mexico. Earlier in his 
career, he founded successful start-up 
companies in the fields of computer data 
storage, optical memories, software de-
velopment and marketing, currency arbi-
trage and financial services. He is found-
er and chairman of the board of directors 
of Waterstone, a Colorado Springs public 
charitable foundation, with over $500 
MM in historical charitable distributions 
and $230 MM in assets as of 2013. He is 
a magna cum laude Phi Beta Kappa his-
tory graduate of Emory University, who 
has done graduate studies in history and 
theology and has a MBA in Accounting 
with a concentration in taxation from 
the University of North Texas. He is a 
Certified Public Accountant and a Certi-
fied Financial Planner. 

A Warm Welcome From Danika Gilbert
A guide and grant-writer living in Ridgway, and a friend of the Copp family, Gilbert has been 
involved with the Adventure Film Festival since its start as a dream in Jonny Copp’s mind. 
She is honored to now introduce the first-ever Adventure Film Festival – Montrose. Bringing 
the festival to Montrose was something AFF founder Jonny Copp always dreamed of; Copp, 
who died in 2009, considered San Juan Mountains his home.  

Adventure Film Festival Montrose Emcee Jessica Corrigan
Montrose resident, mental health counselor, trivia night organizer extraordinaire 
and fun-sized woman of action Corrigan will emcee the first-ever Adventure Film 
Festival – Montrose. 

Prana Yoga Ambassador Oliva Hsu
“Rest! Listening to your body, and just keep practicing” is Prana Yoga Ambassador Olivia 
Hsu’s motto. Hsu began her relationship with yoga while attending law school at the 
University of New South Wales in Australia. First a climber, then a yogi, she began yoga 
as she explored the art of movement, and has been dedicated to practicing ever since. 
She thus decided to abandon her legal career and dedicate her time to something she 
believed would benefit society more than another lawyer. Hsu has done in-depth study 
of the Ashtanga Vinyasa tradition, first in a traditional apprenticeship in Australia 
for several years; she furthered her studies upon moving Boulder in 2006. In her four 
years in Boulder, Hsu has complete two teacher intensives with Richard Freeman. Her 
teachings draw from her own experience as a teacher and as a practitioner, making yoga 
both accessible and non-intimidating to her students. She believes in cultivating the 
mindfulness that flows from a focused and continuous asana practice. Her teaching style 
comprises intuitive hands-on adjustments, energetic alignment and bringing an internal 
awareness to the self. (Hsu will teach one-hour yoga classes at the Colorado Yurt Co. 
Yurt in Event Plaza, Saturday and Sunday mornings, at 7 and 8 a.m.)
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rom its Great Depression start, 
the Fox Theater has provided 

a magical venue for escaping the 
oftentimes grim realities of the world 
around us. It opened two days after Black 
Tuesday, in 1929.

The single-room, 410-seat Fox opened 
with great fanfare, screening the early 
“talkies” – its first feature was They Had 
to See Paris, starring Will Rogers.

The Middle Eastern design of the Fox 
Theater, complete with arches, a dome 
and even a minaret, was popular at the 
time (seven years after the discovery of 
King Tutankhamen’s tomb in Egypt in 
1922). Both the interior and exterior con-
veyed a feeling of mystery and culture. In 
time for opening day, the Montrose Daily 
Press reported that genuine imported Ori-
ental rugs and “hangings” were brought 
in, so it wouldn’t take much imagination 
“to convince one that they are really 
standing in the entranceway of some cen-
tury old mosque in the Orient.”

For Montrose residents, the new the-
ater was a dream come true, and it re-

mains so today. “This is a place of fasci-
nation,” says longtime theater manager 
Clay Campbell. “It’s so unique.”

Campbell is a student of the theater’s 
storied past. After its grand opening, 
the Fox managed to survive the Great 
Depression, only to be sold off by 20th 
Century Fox, for which it was a studio 
theater, to independent owners, as were 
most of the Fox theaters around the 
country, due to antitrust laws.

Campbell believes the theater was 
owned and operated under various own-
ers, until it finally sold to Stan Dewsnup 
in 1967. “Dewsnup set forth in the early 
1970s to modify the theater,” Campbell 
says. “He took the one original room and 
divided it into two rooms, one large and 
one small.

“By doing this he created the Little 
Theater next to the original Fox Theatre.”

Campbell described Dewsnup, who 
died in the mid 2000s, as an artistic man 
who could envision designs in three di-
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Join our Global 
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Montrose Economic Development Corporation
Diversifying and Strengthening the Montrose Economy Since 1957
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CONTACT	US: 

1.800.270.0211

1601	Oxbow	Drive,	
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Stop In 
              and Check Out  
our selection of eclectic 
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Monday - Saturday 10a.m. - 6p.m.
Open Sundays 11a.m. - 4 p.m.

(970) 765-2274
306 E Main St., Montrose

Bring this ad in 
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340 E. Main St.
(970) 249-4944

ONLY available at SheShe Boutique!

The Fox Theater: a Montrose 

Temple 
to the Arts

‘A Place of Fascination’

IN THE SECOND-FLOOR THEATER ROOM, the Penthouse, Stan Dewsnup decorated 
the theater with an appreciation for the Romantic Era. The Penthouse opened in 1981 

and its color scheme remains a nostalgic blast from 1978. (File photo)
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mensions. When Dewsnup first began 
planning the Fox Theater’s renovation 
and expansion, Campbell says, the first 
thing he noticed was a chandelier hang-
ing from a 40-foot rope. Just the sight of 
it inspired Dewsnup to add a third the-
ater, which would become the Penthouse 
Theater, on a second floor.

“The upstairs was completed and 
opened on Christmas Eve in 1981,” 
Campbell says. “It’s now over 30 years 
old, and he designed it with an apprecia-
tion of the Romantic Era.”

Along with expanding the one-audito-
rium theater into a three-screen theater, 
Dewsnup began, with help, a daunting 
tile project that would soon come to de-
fine the theater.

“The tiling started all right there at 
the drinking fountain,” Campbell says, 
pointing to a brilliantly colored mural 
composed of shattered tile.  “I think that 
was his therapy. He would be up at 2 in 
the morning doing the stuff. It’s incred-
ible. How do I describe him? He was a 
prolific, flowing artist. I always say, ‘If 
you can find the two walls that match in 
here, let me know.’ All of it has a sort of 
70s burnt orange color to it that’s now 
kind of turned retro.”

Thus did today’s Fox Theater obtain 
its truly unique and charming character.

From the carpet colorations to the 
shaded lighting fixtures, and from the 
retro movie star characters crowding the 
walls to the smokers’ window to the nude 
tile portrait of an unnamed woman, this 
is a movie theater like no other.

From the outside, the Fox still evokes 
a Middle Eastern mosque, but on the 
inside, it’s a blast from 1978. It’s a look 
and feel, Campbell says, that today’s 
owners won’t be changing anytime 
soon. Dewsnup sold the business to his 
daughter and son-in law, Meredine and 
Michael Hunter, and their daughter 
Misty Hunter, in 1985.

“For me, this place is all about the 
people,” Campbell says. “It is something 
that Stan stood for. 

He wanted to create an ambiance or 
an atmosphere for people to enjoy. He 
had a sense and an appreciation for what 
it was to have a night out – dinner and 
a movie. This place gives you that ambi-
ance. It has a character to it.”

While the Hunters have worked hard 
to maintain the character of the theaters 
Dewsnup created more than 30 years 
ago, they are also working to keep up 
with Hollywood and the new technology 
it demands. Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars have been spent to convert the 
theaters to digital technology.  
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Chow Down

Mon. - Fri.  9 a.m. - 7 p.m.   
Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

970-249-5052 
202 Main St., Montrose 

PREPARE FOR 
ADVENTURE AT 
CHOW DOWN!

Combine a dog's 
appetite for 

exploration with 
the right equipment 

and you'll 
be prepared 

for yet another 
grand adventure.''

- Patrick Kruse (Ruffwear)

''

THE MIDDLE EASTERN DESIGN of the Fox Theater, which opened in 1929, was popular 
at the time following the discovery of King Tutankhamen’s tomb in 1922. (File photo)

THANK YOU 
TO THE 

FOX THEATER 

PENTHOUSE 

MUSICIANS

Montrose musicians Taylor Malone, 

A.J. Fullerton and Rob Jones will enter-

tain the film audience before the shows.

STRENGTH,
FLEXIBILITY,
RELAXATION& 

classes for all levels & abilities

 310 S. 9th St.   |   lynda@montrose.net
 (970) 275-0109   |    YogaCircle.org

RESTAURANT

448 Main Street Montrose
970.252.8777

www.gurusrestaurant.com

INDIAN & NEPALESE CUISINE

$20.99 
DINNER FOR 2 
WITH THIS COUPON EXPIRES 4/18
INCLUDES 2 ENTREES AND ONE NAAN

O P E N  7  DAY S  A  W E E K
Lunch: 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  •  Dinner: 5 to 9:30 p.m.
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he story behind BrightLeaf Pow-
er, the Montrose-based high-tech 

solar company, goes back two 
decades, when Founder/President/CEO 
Doug Kiesewetter was looking for a way 
to power his ranch in Palestine, Tex.

“It was going to be horribly expensive 
and inconvenient to have electricity 
brought in,” Kiesewetter recalled. So he 
designed and installed his own custom 
flat panel photovoltaic system.

He hooked it up on a bluebird day – 
102 degrees, not a cloud in the sky – and 
couldn’t wait to start watching the me-
ter spin. But the panels, rated for 200 
watts, produced significantly less power 
than promised.

The vendor asked if Kiesewetter had 
read the fine print, explaining that the 
hotter the temperature outside, the less 
efficient the PV solar panels become, 
losing 1 percent of output for every 2 de-
grees above 68 degrees Fahrenheit.

“Nobody had warned me of this out-
come,” Kiesewetter said. So he “started 
casting a jaundiced eye at traditional 
solar,” looking for “some way to make 
the technology more efficient.” He be-
came convinced that a radical depar-
ture was needed from the traditional 
PV model, which under optimal condi-
tions converts less than 20 percent of 
the energy in sunlight to electricity. “I 

don’t know of any business that can do 
well wasting 80 percent of its primary 
resource,” Kiesewetter said. 

The sun delivers its energy in two 
main forms: heat and light. Thus, there 
are two main types of solar power sys-
tems – solar thermal systems (trapping 
heat to warm water), and solar PV sys-
tems (converting photons from sunlight 
directly into volts of electricity).

In the conference room at the com-
pany’s modern, airy corporate headquar-
ters near Montrose Regional Airport, 
BrightLeaf Sales Director Gary Bustin 
and Director of Corporate Communica-
tions Kern White explained how it works.

Like many on BrightLeaf’s leadership 
team, these two men have fascinating 
histories of their own. Bustin became 
interested in solar energy after running 
humanitarian projects off-the-grid in 
the jungles of Papua New Guinea; White 
comes from the private equity arena, 
with extensive experience in business 
and philanthropic efforts, nationally 
and internationally. Both have been with 
BrightLeaf from the beginning. The 
young company went through several 
generations of research and develop-
ment and $17 million in private equity 
to get to where it is today. The original 

The Power of 
1,000 Suns
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919.264.6380
heather@watchnewspapers.com
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‘Casting a Jaundiced Eye at Traditional Solar’

BRIGHTLEAF’S new installation at the Montrose wastewater treatment plant. 
(File photo)



36  ADVENTURE FILM FESTIVAL 2014

concept was to go with a product that 
generated only electricity; then, the flat-
panel market imploded, after a flood of 
Chinese imports.

Seeing an opportunity, “We hit the 
pause button and said, ‘Let’s drive 
efficiencies even greater,’” White re-
called. The company shifted gears and 
began developing a unique, highly con-
centrated photovol-
taic thermal system. 
“The basics are very 
standardized, but 
how we are integrat-
ing them is highly so-
phisticated and pat-
entable,” White said.

Each manufac-
tured unit consists of 
four arrays, each on 
its own pole, with a 
dual axis tracking system using unique 
software to maximize the arrays’ expo-
sure to heat and light, while they trace 
the sun’s journey through the sky. Each 
array consists of four modules; each 
module has a honeycomb of mirrors 
gathering sunlight and directing it at 
tiny, über-efficient and heat-tolerant gal-
lium arsenide multijunction cells able to 
concentrate the full spectrum of sunlight 
to 1,000 times its normal intensity.

As Bustin put it, “It’s the power of 
1,000 suns.”

These high-tech cells are manufac-
tured by Spectrolab, a Boeing subsidiary 
that provides spacecraft power systems 
for the International Space Station, the 
Mars rovers and a multitude of military 
and commercial satellites.

To drive up even greater efficien-
cies, the BrightLeaf R&D team discov-
ered how to capture the heat of the 
sun on the cells’ backside, thus getting 
electricity and hot water out of a single 
unit. The gallium arsenide cell absorbs 
the concentrated solar energy; as it 
gets hot, that heat is captured through 
a glycol solution that can heat water – 

ideal for any facility 
needing both elec-
tricity and hot water.

With this develop-
ment, the unit’s effi-
ciency made a quan-
tum leap to 70 or 75 
percent, with 40 per-
cent of the energy pro-
duced electrical and 
60 percent thermal.

“There is nobody 
else in the world able to capture solar ef-
ficiencies at that level,” said White.

With its cutting-edge space-age tech-
nology, it makes sense that BrightLeaf’s 
Montrose assembly plant is on Apollo 
Road. The high-tech solar startup came 
to Montrose after Kiesewetter fell in love 
with the community in the late 90s, and 
began looking for a way to bring good 
jobs here right away. “The fact that we 
live in a nice, high, sunshiny part of the 
world made it quite logical and feasible 
to do a start-up solar company in this 
location,” he said. “I was thrilled to be 
able to locate BrightLeaf here; one of the 
main purposes in my life was to create 
major employment in this community.”

Now, he can say, “Mission accom-
plished.” 

Made to order pizzas • Beer and Wine

ALL YOU CAN 

EAT
Pasta, Salad & Pizza Buffet 

(970) 249-8791 • 147 Main St. Montrose, Colorado

WESTERN COLORADO 
FRIENDS OF THE 

H I MALAYAS 
Supporting Himalayan Culture 

and Education

Present 
Adventures in 

Art from Nepal
at the 

Friday Night Art Walk
April 4th, 2014 

Join us for free Chai 
and  Napali   Snacks

Guru’s Restaurant 
448 E. Main Street 

and GrillAsian Bistro

228 East Main |  Montrose |  970.240.1400

www.sushitinis.com

• Mon - Fri: 11 am  – 9 p m •  Sat: 5 – 9 p m

ALL NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR DURING 
ADVENTURE FILM

$ 3  H O T  S A K E

THE REFLECTION of a ribbon cutting ceremony at BrightLeaf last year. (File photo)

Inspecting gallium arsenide multi- 
junction cells. (File photo)
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GUIDE
to the western san juans

adventure

the
WATCH

Co-Presented By:

Platinum Level 

Bronze Level 

Gold Level 

Silver Level 

A Huge Thank You To Our 

Sponsors!

These sponsors helped make the inaugural year of Adventure Film in Montrose not only 
possible, but an incredible, signature event. 

Please consider these companies the next time you shop or play to show your support!   

To find out how you can support Adventure Film Festival in Montrose, 
please contact: Heather@watchnewspapers.com

38  ADVENTURE FILM FESTIVAL 2014

the
WATCH
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